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DATE CREEK RANCH FOREVER
CALT Hosts Wide Open Spaces Celebration
September 13, 2024, at The Federal

“With your support, we are saving the places we all love.”

ate Creek Ranch is a rare,

healthy oasis in an arid,
high desert environment. Located
20 miles north of Wickenburg,
Date Creek is a tributary of the
Santa Maria River and part of the
Bill Williams River watershed. The
area straddles a unique transition
zone between the Mohave and
Sonoran deserts, with Joshua trees
and saguaro growing side by side.

A six-mile reach of Date Creek
runs through private, deeded land
where the historic Date Creek
Ranch has been carefully managed
by the Knight family since the 1960s. When Phil and Geri
Knight purchased the ranch, the ephemeral and perennial
streambed of Date Creek was little more than a broad
swath of barren sand with little scattered vegetation along
its course. Javelina and other large wildlife were rare;
turkey and beaver had disappeared. Their stewardship of
the creek over the last 60 plus years, including the then-
novel approach of resting grazing pastures seasonally,
brought Date Creek back to life, and with it abounding
birds, reptiles and wildlife.

An Arizona Game and Fish survey confirmed the presence
of over 120 species of birds, including a high concentration
of zone-tailed hawks. Also resident are turkey, heron,
vultures, dove, owl, quail, towhee, wren, hummingbirds,
kestrel, raven and swallows. Migrants include flycatchers,
vireo, thrush, warblers, grosbeak, oriole finch, and many
other seasonal species. Beaver and a variety of reptiles
reside in and around the creek, as do many desert mammals
such as deer, rabbits, javelina and puma.

Today, three generations of the
family live and work on the ranch.
Kimberley Knight and her husband
Stefan Wolf share the work on the
ranch with daughter Amberly, her
husband Josiah and their baby boy,
as well as son Ryan and his wife
Savannah and their two young
sons. The Knight family wants
nothing more than to permanently
protect Date Creek Ranch from
development.

In partnership with CALT,
Date Creek Ranch has been
awarded a Forest Legacy grant,
which in 2025 will fund a permanent conservation
easement on 640 acres of the privately owned property.
The establishment of the Date Creek conservation
easement assures the continuation of the legacy of
stewardship in collaboration with the USDA Forest
Legacy Program with restrictions to protect the land and
water in perpetuity. The owners are willing to make this
commitment with the acquisition of the conservation
easement.

Over the next year, CALT will be raising funds for the
federally required match of 25% of the appraised value
of the conservation easement. This campaign, called
Date Creek Ranch Forever, is being launched soon, and
funds will be sought from foundations, conservation
organizations and individual donors.

Watch for more information soon on the Date Creek Ranch
Forever Campaign at (centralazlandtrust.org)
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President’s Message -
Summer 2024

Finally, some rain. How it softens the air and perks up
every living thing. I hope wherever you are there is

moisture hitting the earth.

Manterola Ranch — Your local land trust has been busy
this year saving a few more precious landscapes, including
78 acres of forested land near Camp Navajo in Coconino
County. The parcel was formerly part of the historic Manterola Ranch, and
when the conservation easement was recorded on the property, the owners
donated the parcel to the Arizona Elk Society for a youth camp. See photos on
our website at centralazlandtrust.org.

Middle Verde Farms — In July, we closed transactions on two donated
conservation easements (CEs) on small farms on the Middle Verde River. Todd
and Diane Scantlebury and their neighbor Denise Gould generously donated
their development rights on 16 acres and 8 acres, respectively. CALT will hold
these conservation easements in perpetuity. Funding for both transactions was
provided by The Nature Conservancy, and we thank them and the landowners
for making this exciting conservation effort on the Verde River possible!

Date Creek Ranch — Another precious landscape that our board members fell
in love with a couple of years ago is Date Creek Ranch. We were invited to visit
the ranch by owners Kimberley Knight and Stefan Wolf, and we all spent the
day brainstorming how we might find funding to purchase development rights
on 640 acres of their deeded land, so that three generations of the family could
continue their way of life. Just this May we received notice of funding from the
USDA Forest Legacy Program and learned that our application was the only
one approved in Arizona so far this year!

Date Creek Ranch is a unique oasis in a harsh desert environment which has
been carefully managed by the Knight family since the 1960s when Phil Knight
bought the ranch and moved his family there. Once a dry expanse of sand, Date
Creek is now one of the healthiest and vibrant riparian areas in Arizona. The
history of the ranch spans 140 years—the first cowboy to win a championship
at the 1888 Prescott Frontier Days Rodeo was Date Creek cowboy Juan Leivas.
A cattle ranch throughout the 1900s, the Knight family planted apples and
peaches in a large orchard, which, between 1970 and 2018, was visited by
thousands of Arizona folks who came from miles around to “pick their own”
fruit each season. Today, Date Creek Ranch produces pasture-fed beef, lamb
and pork seasonally.

Watch for the “Date Creek Ranch Forever” campaign to raise funds for
the “match” required by the Forest Legacy Program.

Elsewhere in this issue of For Lands’ Sake find Save the Date information
about the September 13 Wide Open Spaces celebration to be held again this
year at the beautiful Federal event space in downtown Prescott. Register now at
centralazlandtrust.org. Awards! Fabulous food! Libations! Friends!

(cont. on p.3)
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Presidents Message (cont.)

In this 35th year since CALT was founded, I tracked
down a couple of the brave souls who launched our
organization in 1989. In that year, the Articles of
Incorporation were signed by among others, Harley Shaw
and Patty Woodruff, now residing in Hillsboro, New
Mexico. With some history from Jay Eby, now in Perry,
Oklahoma, Harley wrote a wonderful story entitled
“Birth of a Land Trust,” which you will find elsewhere

in this issue. Note that it was the dearly departed Arlan
Helgeson, a retired professor, who started the CALT
newsletter with the name “For Lands’ Sake.” (Arlan really
knew where to properly place the ubiquitous apostrophe!)

Happy reading and we hope to see you at the Wide
Open Spaces Celebration on Friday, Sept 13, at The
Federal!

TRAL ARIZO
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2024
5:00-7:00PM (=) THE FEDERAL

(second floor above the downtown Post Office)

Join us to %/Mthose who steward our wu//cd%a,y W;

& CALT’s 7,000 acres of conservation lands and

a high-desert jewel by supporting the

Dt Ot Foned, Fovernr Coopety.

$35 per person (age of your local land trust)

includes delicious appetizers & adult libations.

Register at www.centralazlandtrust.org.

We look forward to our future together, saving the places we all love!

For more information about YOUR LOCAL LAND TRUST,
visit us at centralazlandtrust.org.

PO Box 1050 « Prescott, AZ 86302

CENTRAL ARIZONA LAND TRUST

3 « SUMMER 2024



New Board Members

John Stallings

John graduated from the University
of Arizona in 1971 with a Bachelor
of Science degree in Agriculture, and
then went on to law school graduating
from UofA College of Law in 1974.
He moved to Prescott after graduation
where he has practiced law in
Yavapai County ever since. Recently
retired, John is Of Counsel to the
Law Offices of Boyle, Pecharich,
Cline, Whittington and Stallings. As to why John joined
our board, recently he put it this way: “I’ve always been
interested in farming, ranching and the outdoors. When I
was asked to join the board, I knew [ wanted to assist the
organization with its efforts to preserve agricultural lands
and open space.”

Kaolin Randall

Born and raised in Dewey, AZ, Kaolin
has fond memories of a rural childhood
spent outdoors, complete with raising
cows, harvesting over-sized zucchini from
the garden, and following her parents on
hikes and river trips all over Arizona and
the Southwest.

After an early career in environmental
regulation and consulting in Austin, she returned home
with a desire to reconnect with her roots and protect the
land that raised her. Her grandmother helped to protect
the Phoenix Mountains from development, and her
mother helps protect the Granite Dells. Conservation of

and appreciation for natural open space and thoughtfully
stewarded land is part of her family legacy.

Kaolin holds a BS in Environmental Science and a BA
in Spanish, both from the University of Arizona. She is
the Director of Community Outreach for Prescott Farmers
Market. In her free time, you can find her at a yoga studio
or hiking and swimming in the creek with her husband and
their pup.

L
A

aolin at the capitol.

Happy Trails to Dave Irvine!

In June, Dave retired from the Highlands Center for
Natural History and moved to the northwest with his wife
Claire Oberst. A long-time CALT board member, Dave’s
insights and suggestions will be missed. We wish them
well and hope to see them back this way again sometime
soon!

Birth of a Local Land Trust
By Harley Shaw

Roy Houser was the first to suggest that our small
informal group might want to establish a land trust.
The concept wasn’t necessarily new to any of us. The
Nature Conservancy and the Trust for Public Land were
well-known national organizations that operated under land
trust models, but I, for one, didn’t know that local trusts
could be created to tackle smaller land use issues--with
conservation easements being the tool of choice.

That was half a lifetime ago. If my memory is close, our
group toyed with the idea for a couple years. We stumbled,
mumbled, planned and re-planned, and finally we began
filling out forms. Somehow Nancy Currier, Patty Woodruff,
Jay Eby, Roy Houser and I willed a new land trust into
existence. I may have forgotten someone. If so, I apologize.

On Nov. 17, 1989, we signed the articles of incorporation
for the Central Arizona Land Trust. In retrospect, I’d say that
none of us had the kind of backgrounds that provided any
hope of success. With the exception of Nancy, we were a

bunch of retired or soon-to-retire
natural resource specialists who
could see that governmental land-
based agencies needed help. Roy
had a long career as a soil scientist
for the Soil Conservation Service
(now NRCS); Patty had worked
for Arizona State Parks, Bureau
of Reclamation, and as a resource
planner in Governor Babbitt’s
office. She was struggling along
with a publishing company that
became the Prescott, Flagstaft,
and Kingman area Real Estate
Guide. Nancy was a long-time
resident of Prescott with a brand-new real estate license,
hoping to make a living in that competitive trade, but also
wanting to apply her new knowledge of land law toward
protecting beloved landscapes. I was approaching retirement
from Arizona Game and Fish Department. No one of us
ranked as a mover or shaker: we weren’t wealthy; we hardly
knew any town leaders; our relationships with large land
(cont. on p.5)

Patty Woodruff and Harley Shaw
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Birth of a Local Land Trust (cont.)

owners were mainly tied to our jobs; and we didn’t know
much about making a non-profit business work. My guess is
that the first question landowners asked was, “Who the hell
are they?” That impression persisted for quite a long time.
But we kept on meeting.

Each of us had our own idea of what lands were most
important. For me, it was antelope habitat in northern
Arizona, hence grasslands, and I’d say the extensive loss
of that habitat in Arizona over the past 40 years says those
concerns remain valid. However, credit is due Nancy
Currier for coming up with a more doable first project that
caught everyone in Prescott’s attention. Thumb Butte is
visible for miles from any direction - the iconic landmark
that led to the founding of the town in 1864. In the 1980s,
the gradual creep of houses going up the side of the butte
hadn’t raised anyone’s ire, until an unknown land owner
bulldozed a building site right on the face of the butte,
facing downtown. He then put the lot up for sale, scar and
all. It quickly became known as the Thumb Butte Scar
and the town was up in arms. Nancy suggested that CALT
raise the money to buy the scar and then engage local
conservation-minded folks to make it disappear by planting
native revegetation. It was a popular and newsworthy
project that grabbed the headlines.

We soon discovered there were several other developable
lots at the altitude of the Scar and above. Nancy suggested
we buy them all! By this time, our board had grown and we
had members from more diverse backgrounds. Additions
to the board early-on included Arlan Helgeson, Donn
Rawlings, Ron Smith, Paul Sneed and Roger Dewey. Arlan
was a retired history professor from the Midwest who soon
began to produce our newsletter he titled For Lands’ Sake.
Donn taught English at Yavapai College; Roger had been
a mining executive so he understood creative financing
and large numbers didn’t scare him. He knew how to talk
to BANKERS! They’d return his calls! Our board meeting
agendas shifted beyond planning telephone fundraisers and
raffles to creative financing, corporate tax loans, and strategic
planning. We began talking to local business folks, as well as
members of the city council and county supervisors.

About this time, the City of Prescott began talking about
recreational lands and open space. Prescott owned a small
lake south of town that was surrounded by the Prescott
National Forest. The lake had once been part of Prescott’s
city water supply, but as wells and less-remote lakes
were established, it was no longer needed for domestic
water. It had become an unattended recreational area that
nobody claimed. The city offered to sell the property to
the Forest Service, and that agency was happy to acquire
an inholding over which they previously had no control.
A modest resistance from a few citizens arose over how
the funds received might be used. A brief negotiation led
to a decision that proceeds from the lake sale would be
earmarked for recreational properties or open space.

Green lights began to flash in the minds of a couple of
the more creative members of our board. Again, Nancy

was the first to suggest the approach and Roger saw the
means to make it work: if we could float a loan big enough
to pay the appraised value for the Scar, we could record

a conservation easement on it and sell it to the City as
permanently protected open space. That money could then
be used to purchase another lot, which would be put into an
easement and sold to the city, etc.

All we needed was a loan to set the process in motion;
a patient bank that would let us pay interest only until the
last lot was purchased; and a willing city council. Truth is,
it was a process that made everyone look pretty good. In
the meantime, we could be working with Prescott College
folks and a couple of environmental organizations to put
the green back on the Scar-scape.

The only real worry with all of this was that we were
using the loan on the Scar to pass from purchase to
purchase. When the last lot was purchased, we would still
owe the Bank of Prescott the price of a single lot, minus
whatever we had raised to help pay the loan. The process
worked, and in fairly short order, the City of Prescott owned
all of the remaining lots on Thumb Butte, protected by
conservation easements held in perpetuity by CALT. We
were gearing up for a major fundraising campaign to retire
the loan, truly sweating, until Jay Eby, stopped by Mclllvain
Motors one day. Joe Mclllvain asked Jay how much more
the land trust needed to finish the Thumb Butte Scar project.
Jay provided the figure of $20,000. Joe handed him a check
for $20,000. “That scar hacks me oft every time I look at
it, Joe said.” Mclllvain and other donors were provided
“Deeds to Thumb Butte” signed by Barry Goldwater, who
agreed to stand in as the Recorder of Good Deeds.

So this is a sketchy story of how CALT got on the map.
I’ve probably left out a lot. We passed through stages that
many fledgling organizations experience. It takes folks that
see a need to set a process in motion and stick with it. The
careers of our initial board had prepared us for shuffling
papers, but we didn’t have much business sense about
running an organization. At some point you have to have
other knowledge and skills on a board—people who know
how to plan, strategize, garner support for big ideas and,
most of all, people who are comfortable dealing with land
owners, families who love their land, elected officials and
public funders — people who aren’t afraid to make phone
calls.

Patty’s business eventually took her time away from the
trust; I stayed with it until we decided to find more open
space in New Mexico, but people like Becky Ruffner
stepped in and made things happen that we might never
have accomplished.

Editor’s Note: Signatures of both Harley Shaw and Patty
Woodruff are on the Articles of Incorporation for the
Central Arizona Land Trust dated 1989. Theirs are joined
by Nancy Currier and Roy Houser. We owe these brave
souls, along with Thumb Butte and the citizens of Prescott,
for our very existence these 35 years later!
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DONORS LIKE THESE
PROTECT THE LANDS WE
ALL LOVE - Give Today!

PATRONS - $5000 AND
ABOVE

Gwydion Fund for Wild Nature
Alan Kempner

STEWARDS - $1000 TO $4999
Suzanne Springer

Frankel Family Foundation
Mike Pierce & Pam Powers
Sharma Torrens

Christy Hastings

Susan Walton

Charmie Blanc

Boyle DeBusk Making Smiles
Foundation

Patricia Bruneau Gaber &
Steve Gaber

TOP HANDS - $500-$999
Ann Nelson Harrington
July Clapp

Barbara Indira

Mary Hoadley & Roger
Tomalty

Ann Tewksbury

PARTNERS - $499 - $100
Bruce Berger

Barbara Stewart

Daniel Kates

Joyce Mackin

Chris & Rita Weuhrmann
Dolores Tomlinson

Dave Irvine & Claire Oberst
Jock & Debra Favour

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Bricker

forever.

Peter & Ann Rothwell
Kathy Malm

Nancy & Stan Rowley
Jim Knaup

Anna Mary Glaab
Lynn & Mark Leu
Asa Bjorklund

Dick Hanna

Dava Hoffman

Fred & Mary Ann Markham
Carol & Dick Yetman

Meridith Robbins & Eric
Bornemann

Arthur Markham

Larry & Margaret Baker
Ken Jordan

Ruth Ann Norris

David Stoller

Mary Trevor & Toni Kaus
Robert & Caroline Gray
Carl Warrick

Carol Russell & Daniel
‘Wasserman

LAND LOVERS - $10 - $99
Leslie Hoy

Marilyn Petrich

Truly Bracken

William & Mary Bull
Bonnie Pranter

Page & Aaron Newton
Robert Miller

Sue Linn Brugger & Gerald
Walters

Brigette Dickinson
Faith Roelofs

October 2023 — July 2024

With the generous support of our donors, we can protect more acres of our
vanishing open spaces every year. Please remember your local land trust in
your annual giving and in your estate plan. What we save today, we have

Betsy Bolding

Steve Weiss

Marilyn Blue Stringer
Mike Bacon

ORME RANCH
ENDOWMENT FUND

Walton Family Foundation

DATE CREEK RANCH
FOREVER

Norb & Lori Lyle
Randall Clark
John & Peggy Walton

WIDE OPEN SPACES EVENT
SPONSORS 2023

Bar Triangle Ranch
Abbie Roses
Prescott True Value

Great Expectations Business
Services

Sharma Torrens

Elk Society

Verde Confluence Consulting
Western Skies Advisory
American National Insurance
Candella Renewables

Leigh Ann & Matt Frankel
Foothills Bank

Sadie Sarti Designs

SPECIAL DEDICATIONS

Martha Linda Smith — In
Honor of the Over the Hill
Gang

Joan Klein — In Memory of
Daniel Klein

Cynthia & Ted Schleicher — In
Memory of Ann-Lawrie &
Pedro Aisa

Margaret & Lewis Pehl — In
Memory of Russ Cline

Carol Rawlings — In Memory
of Donn Rawlings

Joan & Carl Tomoff — In
Memory of Ann-Lawrie Aisa

Doris Tomlinson — In Memory
of Joseph Tomlinson

George Fornara — In Memory
of Margaret Fornara

The Orme Family — In
Memory of Charlie & Mimi
Orme

Bert Teskey — In Memory of
Phoebe Dugas Teskey

AW & Sandra Scott — In
Memory of Marilyn Sprang

Jim & Carol Landis — In
Memory of Ann-Lawrie

If we acknowledged your gift incorrectly, please let us

know at calt@centralazlandtrust.org
Thank you!

Let’s Keep in Touch

While we publish our newsletter twice a year, we’d like to keep you update-to-
date by email about our efforts to preserve the lands we all love, so please share
your email address with us by sending an email to calt@centralazlandtrust.org
or by signing up on our website: www.centralazlandtrust.org.
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