
Birding at Date Creek Ranch –April 20, 2023  

The Date Creek Birding Trip was lead by Eric Moore, owner of The Lookout - Jay’s Bird Barn and Becky Ruffner 
Board President, Central Arizona Land Trust . Our hosts were Kimberley Knight and Stefan Wolf, owners of Date 
Creek Ranch. 

 
 

 

Our birding group consisted of 13 participants who carpooled from Prescott at 5:30 a.m. to glimpse 42 species 
of birds at Date Creek Ranch, which thrive in this rare desert riparian environment.  Participants included:  
Sharon Arnold, Randy Clark, Suzette Russi, Marlys Sperger, Bob and Maxine Tinney, Karen Raby Schuster, Sharon 
Anderson, Mary Trevor, Nancy Hinson, Sandy Klinikowski, Jan Anderson, Mary Kaye O’Neill. 

 
The entire Knight/Wolf/Barsteau/Horn family arrived to greet us before departing for various daily chores. 
Above Kimberley and Stefan arrived on all-terrain vehicles. Also pictured (center) are Ryan Barsteau with son 

Enzo,  (right) Stefan, Kimberley,  Daniel holding Enzo, Ryan, and Stefan’s mother, Monika Wolf.  

 
Savannah Figueroa Barsteau and Amberley Barsteau Horn, Amberley’s son Kieran Horn, Josiah Horn and Stefan 
cooking delicious grass-fed beef burgers and potato salad.  The Ranch offers grass-fed beef and lamb, and 
pastured pork on their website (www.datecreekranch.com).  Date Creek Ranch has been a working cattle ranch 
for over 150 years and the ranch headquarters was built in 1880s.   

 
Date Creek Ranch consists of 640 acres of land holding six miles of Date Creek, with an additional 37,000 acres 
of leased State Trust Land. The Ranch is accessed off a dirt road east of highway 93 in the heart of the Date 
Creek Mountains lying in a transition zone between the Sonoran and Mojave deserts, with mixture of Joshua 
trees, Saguaros, Cottonwood, Willow, and Palo Verde. 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1EJFA_enUS746US746&q=www.datecreekranch.com&spell=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwizo6m0ocX-AhU3kmoFHVj3AGwQBSgAegQIJxAB


A few of Date Creek Ranch’s Animals and Birds 

 
The family has implemented holistic resource management which includes frequently moving cattle from one 

pasture to another, allowing the land and vegetation to rest during the growing season. 

 
The Date Creek drainage begins high in the Weaver Mountains of western Yavapai County.  The name comes 
from the date-like fruit of the Yucca found in the area.  Birders had the opportunity to walk Date Creek and 

enjoy the birds and environs. 

 
Eric Moore leads the group, who fortunate see the Gray Hawks (Buteo plagiatus) which had just mated. 

The Zone-tailed Hawk, Turkey Vulture, and Common Ravin are also see soaring above Date Creek. 

 
A few other species of birds seen by the group include the Townsend Solitaire, Gila Woodpecker, Vermillion 

Flycatcher, Northern Cardinal, and Phainopepla.  

 
Surprise of the Day!  The Gila monster is a large heavy bodied lizard which was discovered near the Date Creek 
wash. It has a large head with small beady eyes, a short tail, and extends it’s tongue to pick up scents in the air. 


