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CALT proudly announces that we achieved first time
accreditation from the Land Trust Accreditation

Commission, an independent program of the Land Trust
Alliance. Accreditation is a national mark of distinction showing
that a land trust meets high standards for land conservation.

The Land Trust Accreditation
Commission awards accreditation
to land trusts which meet national
standards for excellence, upholds
the public trust and ensures that
conservation efforts are perpetual
endeavors. Accreditation is not a
one-time action; it requires that
CALT maintain the accredited status
with renewal every five years. This
ensures that all accredited land
trusts continue to uphold the high
standards and practices to ensure
permanent protection for all
conservation easements.

We are so proud to say that CALT
is one of only 317 land trusts from
across the U.S. to have been award-
ed accreditation since the fall of
2008. Each accredited land trust
submits extensive documentation
and undergoes a rigorous review. “Accreditation provides the
public with an assurance that, at the time of accreditation, land
trusts meet high standards for quality, and that the results of
their conservation work are permanent” said Commission
Executive Director Tammara Van Ryn. 

CALT staff and Board of Directors first began preparing for
accreditation in 2013. “Like all members of the national land
trust community, CALT shoulders a profound responsibility
to protect natural landscapes into the future and provide

The Central Arizona Land Trust is Awarded Accreditation 
by the Land Trust Alliance Commission

meaningful opportunities for our communities to connect
with these special places. Land Trust accreditation is an
important milestone for CALT,” says Board Chair, Rebecca
Ruffner. “Becoming an accredited land trust strengthens our
land acquisition and protection program. Accreditation
demonstrates to landowners and partners that CALT is an
effective conservation organization, employing national
standards and practices, for the protection of working lands
and open space today and into the future.”

Photo courtesy of Matt Turner
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President’s Message

SUMMER GREETINGS – the rains have finally come and
although spotty, we will take every drop.  

YOUR local land trust has been busy this summer building
a promising partnership with the Verde River Institute,
planning our September 10 Friend Raiser at Milagro Arts
Center and checking the mail box daily for news of our
national accreditation from the national Land Trust
Alliance (and it arrived this week!).

Verde River Institute – Our board members were treated
to an informative kayak trip down the Verde on July 9, with Clarkdale Mayor Doug
Von Gausig. The work of the Verde River Institute is described elsewhere in this
newsletter, but the kayak trips are free, and anyone can survive them!  You gain
many new insights into the history, geography, ornithology, geology, and archeology
of the Verde as well as hearing about what is being done to protect Arizona’s last
perennially free flowing river. 

Go to www.verderiverinstitute.org and sign up for a fun kayak trip now.

September 10, CALT Friend Raiser @ Milagro Arts – Plan to attend our upcoming
‘friend raiser’ featuring Verde Valley wine tasting, a program provided by Doug Von
Gausig all about the Verde, and an opportunity to learn more about CALT and our
work in central and northern Arizona to protect scenic, historic, riparian and
agricultural lands for future generations. 

More info on our website at www.centralazlandtrust.org. See you September 10 at
Milagro Arts Center, 126 Alarcon Street, 5 pm! Bring a friend! 

Historic Ranch Under Conservation Easement Has New Owners – In 2007
Dave and Kay Jenner donated an agricultural conservation easement on the then
W Diamond Ranch in Skull Valley, with the Central Arizona Land Trust, making this
the first ranch in central and northern Arizona to be protected from development in
perpetuity. 

In June 2015 the former W Diamond sold to the Haverfield Family Trust. Vern
Haverfield and Claudette (Haverfield) Johnson were delighted to buy the ranch
after admiring it for some time, and today Claudette is managing it as a viable cattle
operation, now called the Seven Spears Ranch.  

Enjoy the best days of summer,

Rebecca Ruffner
President

Mission
The mission of the 

Central Arizona Land Trust 
is to preserve and protect open
space, wildlife habitat, working
agricultural lands and the scenic
and cultural values of Central

Arizona for future generations.
The Central Arizona Land Trust 

was founded in 1989 as a local private, 
non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.

Donations are tax deductible 
as allowable by law.

For Lands’ Sake is a regular publication
to inform and educate its supporters 

and the community.
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If we want to change people’s lives by changing the rules
(policies) of water, they’ll need a very good reason to allow
this. They will need a clear and convincing (and real!) reason
to allow policy makers to make needed changes. If we are
going to change water’s price, it’s allotment, its distribution
and its ethics, people will need to value a flowing river. 

What if there was a way that a flowing river could actually
benefit the economy and become one of the principal
economic development sectors, along with, and in concert
with, manufacturing, homebuilding and tourism? Wouldn’t
the chances of saving a river be improved if there were a
strong and obvious connection between people’s pocketbooks
and water flowing in a river?

The Verde River Institute is committed to changing the
future of one very small part of the world – the Verde

River. Seven times in Arizona’s history, we have allowed our
thirst for growth take precedence over our admiration of
nature and beauty. Seven of the state’s largest rivers, even the
mighty Colorado itself, have been dewatered to the extent
that they no longer flow from their headwaters to their terminus.
The Verde River would be the eighth if we allow it. 

The only way to avoid that fate is to change the rules of water
use in the Verde River Basin. The rules are the policies that
govern water’s use, cost, and management, and the today’s
rules are skewed to allow more development, more sprawl,
and more exploitation of nature for the sake of the economy. 

Board members John Farmer and Becky Ruffer brave the ‘dangerous’ rapids of the Verde River.

Verde River Institute
By Doug Von Gausig, Guest Editorial

Continued on page 6.

To preserve wildlife habitat, clean water and open space for generations to come.

To support the farming and ranching way of life.

To protect local agriculture, part of the 37 million acres which generate our nation's food supply.

To conserve the local landscape you love.

Because asphalt is the last crop.

Top 5 Reasons Why YOU Should Financially Support YOUR Local Land Trust:
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Book Review: “Eight Valleys: A Linked Landscape”
By Joe Trudeau

Imagine this: you’re passing through a landscape which
you’ve known for many years, which has recently – and

rapidly – been transformed into homes and retail centers, and
amidst your hustle to get somewhere, you stop, you take a
breath, and ask: how did we get to this point, and how did
we let this happen? I’m sure these questions have crossed
your mind as much as they have mine. Bob Sharps book,
“Eight Valleys: A Linked Landscape”, is an attempt at
answering those questions, and much more. 

Sharp, a life-long rancher-turned-academic from southeastern
Arizona, takes us on a journey through the eight parallel
valleys south and east of Tucson, in the area known as the Sky
Islands Region. In these valleys, vast and sparsely populated
landscapes stretch the horizon between soaring high-desert
mountains. Population centers, at least historically, have been
isolated and densely packed towns and small cities. But, like
in central Arizona, that’s changing. Mr. Sharp laments the
haphazard sprawl that has consumed so many of Arizona’s
grassland and desert valleys, as urban areas spill beyond their
edges into once-rural countryside, and ranchers choose to sell
their land due to a variety of socio-economic factors. He
bemoans the lack of creativity in a patchwork of several acre
ranchettes and extensive subdivisions which all look alike, and
describes how these developments can separate people from
the land which sustains them. The grid style layout of roads
and utilities stretching across the landscape fragments habitat,
costs exorbitant amounts of money to build and maintain,
and divides ranchland into parcels that are too small to
effectively manage.

Because of Mr. Sharps’ unique perspective as a rancher in a
still-rural landscape, he offers a vision of a sustainable “New
Western Ruralism” that is led by what he calls “conservation
ranching”. This practice builds on traditional ranching
foundations, but strives to honor, nurture, and improve
ecological and social systems through enhanced attention to
range conditions, and adapting grazing strategies to allow the
land to remain vital. While he does indeed praise the role of
the cattleman in preserving iconic western landscapes, he
admits that decades of severe overgrazing and a disregard for
limits has depleted the range in many areas. Conservation
ranching, then, is a lifestyle approach to restoring and sustaining
an important western way of life as well as the land on which
we all depend. One part of this new approach is collaboration.
In this era of unprecedented demands being made on the
land, he recognizes that without local watershed groups,
public/private partnerships, and community organizations,
the voice of local, rural people will not be heard, and the land
– and community – will suffer for it.

Mr. Sharp draws upon the lessons of John Wesley Powell,
E.O. Wilson, Zuni mythology, and many historical writings
to support his claim that “rampant development has overrun
the land, and people have become embroiled in a bitter
conflict of civilization versus the environment”. He lays
blame on zoning regulations which prohibit clustered housing,
on the extensive public lands which force development onto
private lands in the most fertile valleys, and on government
subsidized mortgages, roads, and development incentives. In
fact, quite a bit of this book is devoted to criticizing government
– especially the federal government – in a number of arguments
with some merit, but in the end are trite and contradictory.
In one example, he bemoans the regulations and restrictions
imposed on ranchers by the government, but then praises the
resources made available to preserve the most ecologically
important areas in his eight-valley region, such as the
143,000 acre Las Cienegas National Conservation Area. 

This wide-ranging book is at once a heartfelt plea for rationality
and self-control, an academic review of planning models, an
ethnographic record of local conservation leaders’ stories, a
promotion for private land rights, and, sadly, a requiem for
lost wide open spaces which define our western identity. This
is ultimately a book about both land and people, about how
we are inseparable. If we truly wish to preserve the iconic
landscapes that define the West, and by extension preserve
our own identity, we must embrace a balanced approach to
land tenure and management, integrating conservation
strategies in a strategic, thoughtful manner, and recognizing
that ranchland conservation is an essential component of
saving what is best about the West. 
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Thumb Butte Conservation Easement
By Matt Turner

The story begins in the early 1980s with the construction
of what was known as the “Scar” – a building platform

excavated for a future home site by the landowners at the
time. The unsightly earthworks generated negative public
reaction, which ultimately convinced the landowner to
abandon building on the site. The parcel was eventually put
up for sale in the early 1990s. CALT and the COP jointly
acquired it on January 5, 1993 and the adjacent parcel to the
east on September 15, 2005 after an extensive public fundraising
campaign to purchase both. The “Scar” acquisition was also
the beginning of a concerted effort by CALT and the COP to
raise additional funds to acquire other adjacent parcels.
Ultimately, CALT and the COP raised funds to acquire six
additional parcels for a total of seven acres. Once purchased,
conservation easements were established to ensure permanent
protection from development and then conveyed to the City
of Prescott as public open space. CALT refers to the contiguous
parcels as the “Thumb Butte Conservation Easement”.

Along with protection of the Thumb Butte Conservation
Easement (CE), there was a concerted effort by various
stakeholders to restore native vegetation at the site of the
“Scar” in the mid 1990s. Although barely noticeable today, the
“Scar” was an obvious blemish for anyone looking at Thumb
Butte from the east. Stakeholders initiated plans to restore the
site, and ultimately enough money was raised to contract
private consultants to plant native trees and shrubs. Without
this determined effort to revegetate the site, it would have been
difficult to establish slow growing, native shrubs and trees.

The (CE) is composed primarily of interior chaparral and
Piñon-juniper woodland. Because of its close proximity to
Thumb Butte’s more northerly facing aspects, plant species
associated with the pine-oak vegetation community, such as
ponderosa pine, can also be observed growing in those areas
that receive more moisture across the CE. 

The CE is bounded by the Prescott National Forest to the
west, which greatly contributes to the open space values. The
CE in turn also provides an additional open space buffer and
connectivity for species who use the promontory on Thumb
Butte and the surrounding undeveloped lands as a place of
refuge on a permanent or seasonal basis. One spectacular
seasonal visitor is the Peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus),
which nests on the cliffs of Thumb Butte from February to
July. To protect the breeding pair during this important time
period, the Prescott National Forest strongly enforces a
closure, which restricts access near the nest site. The east side
of this closure is along the entire Prescott National Forest
boundary of the CE. 

Views from the CE are outstanding. There is a 180-degree
panorama including the Sierra Prieta Range and the Bradshaw
Mountains, the grasslands of Chino Valley, Mingus
Mountain, and the Mogollon Rim, along with the higher
summits of the San Francisco Volcanic Field.

Public access to the Thumb Butte Conservation Easement is off
Thumb Butte Rd. Turn left onto Circle P and follow it to
Parker Road. A limited parking area is located at the bottom
of Parker Road just before the dirt roadway becomes too
steep to access. Follow the road until you reach a small sign
highlighting the CE and trail access. We ask that if you decide
to visit the site, that you please respect the privacy of local
landowners by not driving up Parker Rd. and remaining quiet
traveling through the area.

The Thumb Butte Conservation Easement is a testament of
how CALT works to find solutions for land protection that
conserves both natural resources and our Western Heritage.
Enjoy your visit and contact CALT with any questions about
conservation easements or open space.

At 6,514 feet, Thumb Butte, a prominent summit of volcanic origin, dominates the western skyline of Prescott, AZ
and serves as an iconic landmark for residents and visitors alike. In the early 1990s, the Central Arizona Land Trust
(CALT) formed, in part, because of development threats at its base. CALT working with the City of Prescott (COP)
bolstered by overwhelming public support, protected the eastern flank or face of Thumb Butte permanently from development. 

Photo courtesy of Matt Turner
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This is the Verde River Institute’s sandbox – helping to create
and promote innovative and beneficial water policy in the
Verde River watershed. We do this in many ways, and one of
the most effective is our Verde River Familiarization Kayak
program, which brings more than 300 important people to
the river each year to learn about and experience the beauty,
peace, values and potential of the Verde River. 

It is clear that the mission of CALT and the mission of
the Verde River Institute are synergistic. It makes sense
that our organizations work together for the benefit of
our people, our land and our rivers! Let’s get to it! 

There is such a way. We can help create a local economy that
depends to a significant degree on a healthy, flowing river –
that brings “eco-tourists”, outfitters, birding and nature
enthusiasts, and recreational
boaters into our area to
spend their disposable
income. One of the most
promising sectors in the
Verde Valley is the wine
industry, and it turns out
that this, too, can actually
benefit the Verde River. By
replacing water-intensive
crops with water-stingy
grapes, and by putting
treated effluent from our
wastewater plants to good
use, vineyards can actually
save water!  

Only when the economy of
the Verde Valley and the
health of the Verde River are
coupled in people’s minds
will they permit, even demand, that we make policy changes
that conserve water and thereby conserve the flows of the
Verde River.

Continued from page 3.

Photos courtesy of  Doug Von Gausig
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Donors Make It Happen
Recent Donors Include:

TOP HANDS
Anonymous 
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Sam & Leigh Downing
Steve Gaber & 
Patricia Bruneau-Gaber
Mary Hoadley
Barbara Indra
Paul & Shawn Orme
Rebecca Ruffner

PARTNERS IN PROTECTION
Anonymous
Anonymous
Jan Anderson
Boyce Family Charitable Trust
Robert Gray
J. D. Greenberg
Ann Nelson Harrington
Charles & Christy Hastings
Ted & Cynthia Schleicher
Carl Warrick
Richard & Carol Yetman

LAND LOVERS
Anonymous
Anonymous
Robert Bricker
Robert Burford
Alton Cheney
Neal & Jerry Flickinger
Hamilton/Ledesma
Lucy Hanson
Toni Kaus & Mary Trevor
Gerald Kieckow
Kenneth Kimsey

Virginia Miller
Brad Newman
Robert & Bonnie Pranter
Elisabeth Ruffner
Gus & Sandra Scott
Jan Simmons
Marilyn Blue Stringer
Bert Teskey
Jeanne Trupiano
George Walters &
Sue Linn Brugger

***Top Hands $250 and above
** Partners in Protection $100-$249
* Land Lovers $10-$99

The Overlooked Economic Giant
By John Farmer

In 2012, outdoor recreation was directly responsible for 6.1 million direct American jobs and $646 billion in direct
consumer spending according to the Outdoor Industry Association of America at https://outdoorindustry.org/. This

contributed $39.9 billion in federal tax revenue and 39.7 billion in state and local tax revenue.

That same year in our great state of Arizona, outdoor recreation was directly responsible for 104 thousand jobs and $10.6 billion
in consumer spending. This created $3.3 billion in wages and salaries and $787 million in state and local tax revenue.

Northern Arizona University’s 2014-2015 Prescott Visitor Survey of 1218 visitors concluded that overall direct visitor spending
in Prescott was $340 million. This included $100 million in wages and $46 million in federal, state and local taxes generated.
40% of survey respondents claimed they came to hike on our trails. 40% of $340 million equals $136 million dollars. That’s
$136 million dollars our great outdoors generated for this community. 58% of those were repeat visitors who averaged four
prior visits. 42% were first time visitors. So they will visit again.

As a community we must put to bed the tired old argument between conserve or develop. Preserving the outdoors protects jobs,
the economy, the businesses, and the people who depend on it and enjoy it. We must look into our future to determine what
is going to provide jobs for our children, grow our economy, and provide us all with the quality of life we cherish in Prescott.  

John L. Farmer is a 28 year resident, a local businessman, and outdoor enthusiast.

CALT, as a 501(c) 3 charitable organization, can accept donations of all types of assets.
Additionally, CALT can accept donations of land that may not be appropriate for a
conservation easement, but can be re-sold to benefit our general expenses, programs, and
land preservation efforts. Please call our office for more information at (928) 445-7790.
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CALT Lands in Trust

Become a Partner in Protection 
The Central Arizona Land Trust is an Arizona nonprofit corporation and is tax exempt
under Section 501(c)(3) and a qualifying organization under Section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi) of
the Internal Revenue Code for the acceptance of conservation easements. Please visit our
website for information on charitable gifts and estate planning. We depend on the continued
generosity of our donors to accomplish our mission of preserving and protecting open space
throughout Central Arizona. 

Preserving Western Lands Since 1989. 

Thumb Butte Boyle DeBusk Payne Granite Dells Seven Spears Ranch

Donate to CALT Via Amazon Smile


