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ORME Ranch Forever  

harles H. and Minna Orme purchased the Quarter 
Circle V Bar Ranch in 1929 and established The 

Orme School, which grew under the guidance of “Chick” 
Orme and then his son, Charlie Orme, to become a world-
renowned secondary boarding school, thanks in large 
part to the inspiring landscapes of the Orme Ranch which 
surround the School.  Their appreciation of the beauty 
of the natural landscape, and their love of the Arizona 
land they called home, has guided the Orme family for 
generations as ranchers, farmers, educators, and stewards. 
The Orme family continues its dedication to the land 
through their desire to conserve the Orme Ranch as a 
working ranch and protect the lands from development in 
perpetuity.
 
 “In the first place, we think ranch life is the best life in the 
world…It lies in northern Arizona at an elevation of about 
4,000 feet in the Agua Fria Basin, 
thirty miles east of Prescott. We are 
surrounded on four sides by high 
mountain ranges and broad mesa 
lands, with magnificent scenery close 
at hand.” …“The beauty of the ranch 
can scarcely be described adequately 
and must be seen to be appreciated.  
Herds of wild antelope roam the flats.  
Golden eagles nest in the cliffs and in 
the rocks of the lava mesas…” 
           Minna Orme, circa 1936. 
 
The Orme Ranch follows the course of Ash Creek for 4.5 
miles, containing a mature cottonwood-willow gallery 
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Family Photo - 
From left to right, top to bottom: 

Aunt Minna Orme; Katie - Kathryn 
Orme; Uncle Chick – Charles H. 
Orme, Sr.;  Mort - Morton Vrang 

Orme; Charlie - Charles H. Orme, Jr.

forest, and associated native 
vegetation, fed by year-
round, perennial flows. These 
significant land and water 
resources make the Ranch a 
regionally important area that 
must be conserved. In particular, 
the grasslands found on the 
Ranch contribute to sustaining 
a large percentage of the region’s Pronghorn antelope 
herd. Likewise the Ash Creek corridor provides a rare and 
precious water source supporting resident and migratory 
wildlife that depend on live water. For decades, the Ranch 
has been committed to holistic resource management.  
Wildlife-friendly practices have been employed, such as 
fencing designed with non-barbed top wires and sufficient 
ground-to-wire distance to protect the Pronghorn antelope 
and other ungulates. The conservation easement will 
support these protections and management practices, 
while permanently protecting the Ranch from subdivision 
and development. The establishment of the conservation 
easement will perpetuate the responsible land use 
established by the Orme Family, and conserve the beauty 
of the Ranch, so well described by Minna Orme over 80 
years ago.  

Funding of this important effort has already been partially 
awarded by the National Resource Conservation Services 
(NRCS) Agricultural Conservation Program. The Orme 
Ranch Forever campaign is underway to raise the  
needed matching dollars. Please donate today at  
www.centralazlandtrust.org.
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pril 2020 celebrated the 50th anniversary of Earth 
Day, said to be the largest secular observance in  

the world. 

Since it all started in 1970, annual Earth Day celebrations 
are a day of action aimed at promoting individual and 
community action for a healthier environment and effective 
public policy to reduce air pollution, protect waterways, and 
address climate change.

More than a billion people worldwide observe Earth Day, 
but few will have participated in local events this year, as 
the pandemic rages on around the globe. 

As this public health crisis affects every aspect of our daily 
life, many of us are experiencing ‘Coronavirus-fatigue’, 
mourning the loss of our mobility and connections with 
those we love. 

Here is to Earth Day 2020!!!  
A very different kind of 
celebration in a different 
kind of world.

We hope you were able to 
spend time outdoors this 
Earth Day enjoying the 
sights and sounds of the 
natural world all around 
us here in the Central 
Highlands.

Being outside is doing your 
part to stay mentally and 
physically healthy so that 
Earth Day 2021 will see worldwide celebrations which  
spur individual action for a healthier world.

id you know there are distinct differences between 
deed restrictions and conservation easements?

The only similarity is that they both enact certain 
restrictions on a property, and are both placed on the title of 
the property by the landowner.

A deed restriction is not permanent; it can be changed at 
any time.  Conservation easements permanently protect 
key conservation values on the land.  Also conservation 
easements may provide the landowner some tax benefits 
deriving from the development value of the property, once 
the development rights are permanently removed.  

Once a conservation easement is recorded, the land remains 
in private ownership that can be passed on to heirs, without 
a heavy estate tax burden, although public entities can also 
own such permanently protected properties. 

For over 30 years, the Central Arizona Land Trust has 
worked with landowners throughout central and northern 
Arizona who seek to leave a legacy of family lands for 
future generations. 

CALT is one of 1700 local land trusts across the US, 
which together are protecting over 56 million acres of 
irreplaceable agricultural, riparian, historic, and unique 
viewsheds in perpetuity. 

Accredited by the national Land Trust Alliance, CALT 
provides information, technical assistance, and conservation 
services to individuals and communities interested in saving 
their heritage of open spaces for the benefit of all.

ith the stimulus bill recently signed into law, 
taxpayers can now donate to nonprofits via a 

temporary above-the-line deduction of up to $300 whether 
or not they itemize. 

The newly passed CARES Act (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security) Act is designed to lessen the 
impact of the economic downturn on non-profit charitable 
organizations, such as the Central Arizona Land Trust.

Please consider making your donation today!  Our work to 
save the places you love continues every day. Our beautiful 
open spaces are the best antidote to stay mentally and 
physically healthy, so please help CALT stay healthy with 
your CARES donation today!

50 Years of Earth Days, Yet This One Is Like No Other

The More You Know...

Nonprofits to Benefit from Newly Authorized Charitable Deduction of $300
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Mission
The mission of the 

Central Arizona L and Trust 
is to preserve and protect open
space, wildlife habitat, working

agricultural lands, and the scenic
and cultural values of north-central 

The Central Arizona Land Trust 
was founded in 1989 as a local private, 

non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.

For Lands’ Sake is a regular publication
to inform and educate its supporters 

and the community.

P.O. Box 1050, Prescott, AZ 86302
(928) 445-7790

calt@centralazlandtrust.org
www.centralazlandtrust.org

Board of Directors
President

Judy Clapp

Diana Kessler

Patricia Bruneau-Gaber

Directors

Ken Jordan

Advisory Board
Gordon Bergthold

Consultants

Administrative Assistant
Maureen Farina

Matthew Turner photography at
www.tierraimagery.com

Graphics  Matthias Petsche
Printing by Allegra, Prescott 
©2020 Central Arizona Land Trust

Printed on recycled paper

Arizona for future generations.

Treasurer

Rebbeca Ruffner

Catherine Benson
Dave Irvine

Acting Vice-President

Acting Secretary

Richard Yetman

Jeanne Trupiano

Matthew Turner

3 • SPRING 2020

President’s Message
This too shall pass.  It may be hard to hold that thought in 
our minds right now, as there are likely even tougher times 
ahead, but one day we will all be able to start reinventing our 
lives, our vital connections to each other. 

Please do everything you can to stay safe and healthy – and 
to those of you who this wicked pandemic has reached, stay 
strong, have hope, and know you are not alone.  Stay home, 
and stay connected with those you love. 

It seems there are so many things we cannot do right now –  have friends over, 
visit an elderly relative,  or go to the library.  Leaving our homes only for food 
and essentials reminds us how our world has changed in ways we never thought 
we’d experience. 

But while we wait, and wait, and wait the pandemic out, there remain some 
things we can all do – which are safe, healthy, and that actually strengthen our 
immune system and mental health:

Go outside!  Feel the Arizona sun on your face. Put your hands in soil, and 
imagine the millions of microorganisms there, doing what microorganisms do, 
untouched by these trying times.

Watch birds in your yard or neighborhood. Their daily habits are untouched by 
current events. They still soar, sing, nest, and care for their young. 

Go find a flowing stream and listen to the sound of water. Marvel at the plant life 
it supports, as it nourishes the soil with moisture and gives water bugs a surface 
to skim. 

Walk just about anywhere in our beautiful region, on trails or off, and breathe 
deeply, stretching your limbs and activating the ‘feel good’ hormones in your 
brain. 

Authors, poets, artists, and wanderers through the centuries have interpreted the 
healing power of the natural world.

It is all there for you, something you can do now, letting stillness and unchanged 
beauty restore your soul, strengthen your body and mind, and give you an 
opportunity to immerse yourself in what is thriving and beautiful in your world.

All of us at YOUR local land trust are thinking of you, our supporters, grateful 
for how you have sustained us over the decades. Our work to save the places we 
all love and need, continues because of you.  Be well.

Becky Ruffner, President
Central Arizona Land Trust
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ll of our lives have changed drastically for the 
foreseeable future, but the daily work of your local 

land trust, to save the places you love, continues every day. 

The work of the Central Arizona Land Trust is sustained 
by the financial support of donors like you.  Without your 
generous (and frequent!) contributions, we would not be 
entering our 31st year of permanent protection of the most 
loved parts of central and northern Arizona.

Thank you for giving to your local land trust now and in the 
future! 

By summer, CALT will complete another phase of a unique 
conservation easement to permanently protect 174 acres 
of wetlands and Ponderosa/oak woodlands in Coconino 
County. Adjacent to the Rogers Lake County Natural 
Area and the Arizona National Guard’s Camp Navajo, 
this public-private partnership between federal and county 
governments is CALT’s first land conservation project in 
Coconino County. 

Also nearing completion in Maricopa County is the scenic 
Sierra Vista Conservation Area transaction, a partnership 
with the Desert Foothills Land Trust in Carefree. Through 
this transaction, CALT will become the co-holder of a 
conservation easement on this pristine, scenic desert 
property of 135 acres, gifted by a generous donor through 
her estate plan. 

And yet to come is the historic Orme Ranch easement on 
900 acres, through a partnership with the Arizona Land and 
Water Trust, the federal Farm Bill, and the Orme family.  
(See the CALT website www.centralazlandtrust.org for 

information on how you can support the Orme Ranch 
Forever campaign.) 

Each of these projects adds to the almost 5,000 acres 
permanently protected by CALT …. but these transactions 
don’t pay our operating expenses, so vital to keeping CALT 
staff at the ready when landowners reach out to us. 

 CALT has greatly increased its range of services in recent 
years:  

•  We are becoming more proactive by being nimble and 
efficient when public or private landowners need advice 
about land protection options. 

•  We’ve developed a process which assists us and them in 
identifying complex aspects of a potential transaction and 
the right conservation tools to fit their circumstances. 

•  We are also increasing our outreach capacity so we can 
work collaboratively with organizations with shared goals 
and interests to accomplish more together, to benefit the 
beautiful region in which we live. 

•  We are learning more profoundly every day that just like 
protecting our health, open space is critical to our sense of 
well-being.  

In these rapidly-changing times, it is more important than 
ever to stay focused on our most closely-held values. CALT 
is your local land trust, so please continue to support our 
work today and we’ll do our best to protect those places we 
all love for tomorrow!

Your Support Helps YOUR LOCAL LAND TRUST  
Protect the Places You Love

Image by Matt Turner

Let’s Keep in Touch

While we publish our newsletter twice a year, we’d like to keep you 
update-to-date throughout the year about our efforts to preserve the lands 
we all love.  So please share your email address with us by sending us 
an email at calt@centralazlandtrust.org or by signing up on our website 
www.centralazlandtrust.org.   

And you can follow us on Facebook:  
www.Facebook.com/centralazlandtrust 
and on Instagram: #centralazlandtrust
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We thank our generous donors for their support.  All donors who made contributions to CALT from January 1, 
2019 to February 29, 2020 are acknowledged in the following list.
STEWARDS****
Anonymous x 5
Patricia Bruneau-Gaber  
& Steve Gaber
Pamela Cerchie
Judy Clapp
Allan Crary
The Henry Dahlberg Foundation
DeBusk Family Foundation
Sam & Leigh Downing
Susan & David Drown
Alex & Susan Farrand
J. D. Greenberg
Merodie Hancock
Anne Nelson Harrington
Charles & Christy Hastings
Jamie & Kathy Herring
Marianna O. Hof
Barbara Indra
Alan Kempner
Kent & Stephanie Kuster
Maricopa Audubon Society
Kathleen & Mike  
O’Connor-Masse
Paul & Shawn Orme
Neil Rifenbark
Dorothy Rosebrook
Jeb S. & Julie E. Rosebrook
R. Scott & Linda S. Roy
Billy & Kara Schrader
Town of Dewey-Humboldt
Charles & Cynthia Wilcox Fund

TOP HANDS***
Richard Ach & Carey Behel
Jan Anderson
Martha Baden

Lee Furda
Jim & Deb Hills
Gerald Hoyer
Ken Jordan
Rebecca Ruffner
Dennis & Marti Sargent
Ly Sochestra
Ann Tewksbury & Susan Byrne
Charlotte Thomas
Joseph Trudeau &  
Amber Fields

PARTNERS IN  
PROTECTION**
Bob Beauchamp
Catherine Benson
Åsa Björklund
Rob & Mary Bricker
Charles Dann
Brigie Dickinson
Richard Downey
Judith Dunlap
Robert Ellis
Chris Englert
Jock & Debra Favour
Robert & Catherine Gessner
Lynn Gray
Robert Gray 
John & Sage Gueringer
Carol Hunter-Geboy
Dave Irvine & Claire Oberst
Daniel Kates
Toni Kaus & Mary Trevor
Gerald Kieckow
Kenneth & Jacquelyn Kimsen
Charlie & Alice Kring

James Knaup
Whit Knight
Cathy & Heath Krieger
James & Carol Landis
Mark & Lynn Leu
Joyce Mackin
Arthur Markham
Jessie Morgan
Bradley Newman
David Norcross
Mary Kaye O’Neill
Bill Otwell & Janet Markham
Joanne Polayes
Prescott True Value Hardware
George & Kathy Randle
Abbie Roses
Carol Russell &  
Daniel Wasserman
Ted & Cynthia Schleicher
A.W. (Gus) & Sandra Scott
Laura Seifried
(Martha) Linda & Joe Smith
State Farm Foundation
Barbara Stewart
Gary Stokes & Mary Morris
David Stoller
Gerald Walters & Sue Linn Brugger
Carl Warrick
Katherine Wingert
Beverly Womack
Richard & Carol Yetman

LAND LOVERS*
Anonymous x 9
Mike Bacon
Margaret & Larry Baker

Gary & Molly Beverly
Brownyn Butterfield
Judith Campbell
Tom & Edie Dillon Fleischner
Geraldine “Jerry” Flickinger
Sandy Geiger
Peter & Leslie Glenn
Vicki Hamilton &  
Angela Ledesma
Dava Hoffman
Leslie Hoy
Ann Hendrickson & Bill Otto
Fred & Marianne Johnson
Diana Kessler
Sue Lewis
Cynthia Loucks
Kathy Malm
James & Fran Mick
Robert Miller & Tina Cobos
Aaron & Page Newton
Ruth Norris
Parry Family Trust
Robert & Bonnie Pranter
Donn & Carol Rawlings
Jeb Rosebrook
Robert & Kristen Rothrock
Bill Schrader, Jr.
Suzanne Scudder
Edward & Virginia Seaver
Thomas Slaback
Marilyn Blue Stringer
Bert Teskey
Bob & Maxine Tinney
Iris Walker
Irene Woodring
Yavapai Ranch

Special Dedications
Anonymous: In memory of John & Karis Guinness

Alex & Susan Farrand:  In memory of Donnie Prentiss, Vaquero and friend

Alex & Susan Farrand:  In memory of Katie Orme (1925-1949), who loved more 
than anything else in her life to take her horse up to the mesas, along Ash Creek, 
over the hog-backs and in all directions over her beloved Orme Ranch land.

Charlie & Alice Kring:  In memory of Hazel Clark Deming

Marianna Osborn Hof ‘60: In memory of Charles H. Orme, Jr.  for his life-long 
dedication to educating and empowering young people to live noble lives.  

James H. & Carol A. Landis:  In memory of Pedro Angel Aisa

Parry Family Trust:  In memory of Elisabeth Ruffner
Ted & Cynthia Schleicher:  In memory of Ann Elder Schleicher 

A.W. (Gus) & Sandra Scott:  In memory of Elisabeth Ruffner
Ann Tewksbury & Susan Byrne:  In memory of “my dear friend Bette”

Yavapai Ranch:  In memory of Elisabeth Ruffner
Iris Walker:  In memory of Kenneth E. Walker 

Katherine Wingert:  In memory of Sylvia Neely

Kathleen & Michael O’Connor-Masse:  In memory of Ruth & Gene O’Connor

Merodie Hancock:  In honor of all the Orme faculty and staff who made such a 
difference in my life.
Edwin C. Parry:  In honor of Becky Ruffner

Dorothy Rosebrook:  In honor of Jeb John Rosebrook, a “devoted” Orme student 
1945 - grad 1953, all his life.

Jeb Rosebrook:  Dedicated to Jeb John Rosebrook

Jeb S. & Julie E. Rosebrook:  In honor of Jeb John Rosebrook & the land that he 
loved: The Orme Family’s Quarter Circle V Ranch.

Neil Rifenbark:  In honor of the Orme Family

Abbie Roses:  In honor of Maureen Farina, Becky Ruffner & Judy Clapp

****Stewards:  $500 and above
***Top Hands:  $250 - $499
**Partners in Protection:  $100 - $249
*Land Lovers:  $10 - $99

Donors Make It Happen
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The Central Arizona Land Trust is an Arizona nonprofit corporation and is tax exempt
under Section 501(c)(3) and a qualifying organization under Section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi) of
the Internal Revenue Code for the acceptance of conservation easements. Please visit our
website for information on charitable gifts and estate planning. We depend on the 
continued generosity of our donors to accomplish our mission of preserving and protecting 
open space throughout Central Arizona.

Become A Partner in Protection

Preserving the Land You Love, in the Heart of Arizona, since 1989
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